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The EU Approach on Transparency in International Litigation on Investments 

Transparency in investment arbitration has been in the forefront of scholars and practitioners alike for 

thirty years. Ever since the earlier critics to the investor-state dispute settlement mechanism in the late 

1990s, relevant international institutions, such as the ICSID and UNCITRAL, have dedicated time and 

efforts for assuring more transparency in investment arbitration. The inclusion of provisions concerning 

amici curiae in the ICSID Arbitration Rules, as well as the development of the UNCITRAL Rules on 

Transparency in Treaty-based Investor-State Arbitration, are exactly meant to address such issue. 

However, the debate on the issue in point is still ongoing. Both the conference working on new 

amendments to the ICSID Arbitration Rules and UNCITRAL Working Group III are working on new 

rules, such as those on Third party funding, meant to further enhance transparency and impartiality in 

investment arbitration.  

The seminar will address these developments, highlighting in particular the role that the EU is playing in 

this process. Reference will be made to the EU proposals before the relevant fora, and whether this 

proposals represent an innovation when compared to arbitration practice. 
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